
Receiving the First Council 
of Nicaea Today 

Ecumenical Learning from 
Synodal Discernment in the Early Church 

Proceedings of the 22nd Academic Consultation 
of the Societas Oecumenica 

ed. by Heta Hurskainen and Johannes Oeldemann 

EVANGELISCHE VERLAGSANSTALT 
Leipzig 



Contents 

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Heta Hurskainen & Johannes Oeldemann 

Nicaea in the Ecumenical Discourse: The Significance of Councils 
and Creeds for Common Christian Witness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Johannes Oeldemann 

EXPLORING NICAEA: 
RECENT PATRISTIC RESEARCH ON THE COUNCIL OF NICAEA 

The Formation of Neo-Nicenism: How the Nicene Creed Changed 
from a Problem to the Solution  41. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Peter Gemeinhardt 

Wrestling with the Legacy of Nicaea: Contemporary Reflections 
on Historical Reception Processes of the First Ecumenical Council . . . 63 
Angela Berlis 

Is there a Connection between the Nicene Creed, Eusebius 
and Anti-Judaism? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 
Margriet Gosker 

Morality in the Thinking of a Nicene Father, St Anthony the Great. . . 92 
Mihai Iordache 

Praying the Nicene Way: Did the Council Fathers Pray During 
the Council at Nicaea?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 
Aleksei Volchkov 

5 



APPEALING TO NICAEA: HERMENEUTICAL REFLECTIONS 

Hermeneutical Reflections – A Lutheran Perspective. . . . . . . . . . . . 123 
Jennifer Wasmuth 

The Inspiration of Nicaea: Ecclesial Communion as an Experience 
of Koinonia on the Way to full Unity – Response to 
Jennifer Wasmuth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137 
Andrés Valencia Pérez 

Hermeneutical Reflections from a Baptist Perspective – 
Response to Jennifer Wasmuth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 
Uwe Swarat 

Παντοκράτωρ and universale concretum: The Iconicity of Christ 
under Pluralist and Poststructuralist Circumstances . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 
Lukas Metz 

Retrieving Hope in Another Land: The Council of Nicaea and 
its Reception in Liberation Theology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 
Tim Noble 

Believing in the Church as a Resource for Ecumenical 
Rapprochement: A Prefigurative Perspective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 
Peter-Ben Smit 

RETRIEVING NICAEA: 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NICENE CREED IN THE LIFE 
OF THE CHURCHES 

The Significance of the Nicene Creed in the Life of the 
Churches: A Roman Catholic Perspective. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 
Przemysław Kantyka 

Anglicanism and the Nicene Creed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 214 
Jeremy Morris 

The Significance of the Nicene Creed in the Life of the 
Lutheran Churches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224 
Miriam Haar 

6 



The Significance of the Nicene Creed in the Life of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240 
Harutyun G. Harutyunyan 

The Significance of the Nicene Creed in the Life of the 
Baptist Churches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257 
Joshua T. Searle 

The Significance of the Nicene Creed in the Theological 
Perspective and the Life of Pentecostal Churches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271 
Wojciech Gajewski 

The Nicene Creed as Common and Trustworthy: 
Theological and Critical Anthropological Readings 
in a Conversation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283 
Ivana Noble 

Anglicans and the ‘Nicene Faith’: Which Meaning for Nicaea’s 
Creed in the Ecumenical Work of the Anglican Churches Today? . . . 301 
Natacha Tinteroff 

RESOURCING NICAEA: THE CANONICAL LEGACY OF THE COUNCIL 

Canon 8 of the Council of Nicaea and Orthodox-Catholic Unity . . . . 325 
Dimitrios Keramidas 

Not Two Bishops in One City? A Reformed Response to Dimitrios 
Keramidas’ Paper about Canon 8 of the Council of Nicaea. . . . . . . . 351 
Leon van den Broeke 

Celebrating Easter Together? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 365 
Dagmar Heller 

One Easter – but with whom? A Finnish Orthodox Perspective. . . . 381 
Maria Takala-Roszczenko 

7 



INHERITING NICAEA: 
THE CHARISM OF SYNODAL DISCERNMENT AND 
ECUMENICAL REFLECTIONS 

The Ideal of Synodality in the Early Church and its Realization. . . . . 399 
Andrzej Kuzma 

Structures and Processes of Synodality Today. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407 
Sr Nathalie Becquart 

The Roman Catholic Synod on Synodality and the Way to the 
Habit of Discernment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426 
Petr Jandejsek 

Discerning Ecumenical Challenges in the Light of the Synodal 
Process of the Roman Catholic Church: A Czech Perspective. . . . . . 441 
Robert Svatoň 

The Groupe des Dombes and its Recent Book on the Catholicity 
of the Churches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457 
Nicolas Cochand 

From Nicene Faith to Christian Love: The Contribution of 
Dumitru Staniloae . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 463 
Jonas Eklund 

Nicaea – Moscow – Vatican: Through Conciliar Movement 
to Christian Unity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 478 
Denis Melkov 

Biographical Information. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490 

8 




